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J oan was the younger of two daughters born into the Quaker family of Gladys 
and Albert Woolley.  In 1938 she joined her sister Dorothy as a boarder at 

Sidcot School, near Bristol, run by Quakers.  Generally this was a happy time 
for Joan, although there were anxieties: the bombing of Bristol (where her 
parents lived) could easily been seen and heard from the dormitories at night.

In 1952 Joan married Kenneth Kidd, and moved to Scotland where Ken was a 
Medical Of�icer in the Navy.  There she learnt to sail.

They moved south again, and in 1955, in Bristol, their �irst son Peter was born. 
Later that year, the family moved to Shanklin, IW, where Ken became a GP.  In 
1956, second son Simon was born, and in 1963,  son Nicholas.  This was a very 
busy time for Joan: as well as having a young family, she acted as a medical 
receptionist, �ielding calls from patients, as all the doctors in the Shanklin 
practice worked from home at that time.

Weekends were often spent sailing in the family yacht, a time of great 
adventures, exploring the Solent and the Southwest.

Divorce in the seventies affected Joan very badly but she started to rally, 
helped by a new job and expanding interests. She was talented at tennis, 
knitting, spinning and weaving—she was very proud to be a ‘Ma�ia’ member of 
the IW Spinners & Weavers!   But she was especially talented at swimming (she 
had once been asked, in her youth, to train for an England team). Joan 
maintained interest in all of these activities until well into her eighties.  Her 
new home in Lake had a lovely garden, which she enjoyed immensely, with 
brightly coloured �lowers, treasured irises from Bristol and various crops of 
vegetables.  Slugs, though, were her worst enemies!

Her greatest sporting achievements were in Masters Swimming competitions. 
She won many gold medals in National and International competitions.  She 
was also Life President of the IW Marlins swimming club.

Despite suffering several strokes, Joan remained determined to live 
independently in her much-loved home, tending her garden, and enjoying 
seeing all her grand- and great-grandchildren. Latterly, Joan lived in 
Spring�ield Nursing Home; she still enjoyed a challenging jigsaw puzzle!  

She was loved and respected by family, friends, and the staff—never losing her 
sometimes crazy sense of humour!



Joan with friend Susan O’Grady on 
family seaside day at Priory Bay         

IW, 1959.

 Joan with family pet  ‘Simba’             
(IW, early 60s).

Joan at home ‘Monksilver’         
(has to be 1960s!) 



Above: Joan in Penguin dinghy 'Walnut'  (with Simon and Nick), mid 1960s.

Below: Joan aboard yacht  'Mazilda' with Nick and Peter (the Solent, mid 60s). 



Joan on the trapeze, crewing Peter 
Beardsall’s Fireball ‘Cinders’, (Calshot, 
1970s).  Her vivid memory of this was 
that freezing water kept shooting up 

inside her oilskin trouser legs!

Joan was very successful in competitive 
swimming, winning many medals and 

setting several records.                         
Right: at the World Masters 
Championships, Italy 2004.                                                                 

Below: with friend Jenny Ball (1996).  



Joan piloting a launch at 30 knots!        
(off Cowes, 2025).  She commented:  

‘There weren’t enough waves!’

Family sailing day off the Needles, 2012.  
L-R:  Simon, Nick, Peter, Ken, Joan.

Joan demonstrating spinning 
technique at a craft fair (1980s?)




