
We count ourselves extremely fortunate to benefit from 
a beautiful estate spanning 160 acres of green fields, 
working farmland, historic buildings and idyllic gardens – 
not to mention incredible teaching staff and student body. 
But we need your help to preserve this unique experience 
for future generations. Sidcot can only accomplish what 
our generous benefactors enable.

Ways to give to Sidcot
The Sidcot Trusts
At Sidcot, we are very fortunate to have two established 
charitable Trusts that support the running of the School: 

•	 The Sidcot Building Trust Fund
•	 The Sidcot Education Trust

The following pages outline their objectives.

Giving directly to the School – Sidcot School 
Development Fund
Many of our supporters choose to give directly to the 
School, either in the form of regular Direct Debits, or in 
support of a designated capital campaign. These gifts 
allow the School to decide where resources are most 
immediately required, depending on the needs for support 
within the School at the point of giving, and qualifying 
donors are individually recognised on our Giving Wall. 

WHY GIVE TO SIDCOT?
Generations of Sidcotians, families and friends have personal experiences of what a remarkable 
place Sidcot is. Since our founding in 1699 we have built a community that encourages independent 
thought and the ability to challenge ourselves to live exciting, creative and adventurous lives. Central 
to the School’s ethos is the Quaker philosophy that underpins all that we do. Our goal is to send 
Sidcotians from every part of society into the world to make a positive difference, in line with the 
School’s altruistic motto Sic Vos Non Vobis (Thus we labour but not for ourselves).

An Introduction to Supporting Sidcot School

More information can be found on our school website: 
www.sidcotiansconnect.org.uk/supportus or from our 
Director of Marketing and Development.

Joining the Sidcot 1699 Society
The Sidcot 1699 Society is our Legacy Society, formed to 
recognise in their lifetime those members of the Sidcotian 
community who have included Sidcot School in their 
Will. It is entirely voluntary and names are not published 
without permission. 

Legacy gifts of all sizes are 
most welcome. Society 
members will receive, 
amongst other things, regular 
news updates, invitations to 
annual Society events and 
some School functions as  
the honoured guests of the 
Head and Governors.

Giving Back
Sidcotians may also choose to give back by volunteering 
their time – perhaps to work with us as a mentor or to give 
a Careers talk to our students. More details can be found 
on our alumni networking site: 
www.sidcotiansconnect.org.uk/supportus

  

http://www.sidcot.org.uk
https://www.sidcotiansconnect.org.uk/supportus
https://www.sidcotiansconnect.org.uk/supportus


About SSET
The Sidcot School Education Trust CIO was founded 
in 2024 with the purpose of advancing education for 
children at Sidcot School.

It is an amalgamation of the Sidcot Bursary Trust 
(founded in 1983) and the Sidcot Education Trust (set up 
in June 1927), which have both supported education at 
Sidcot (through the provision of means-tested bursaries 
and educational grants) for many decades.

The Sidcot School Education Trust will continue to build on 
the work undertaken by the two previous Trusts. The Trust 
aims to support 10% of our school community, with a focus 
on gifted and or disadvantaged children who would not 
otherwise have been able to access a Sidcot education.

Sidcot School Education Trust (SSET)
Charity number: 1206924

Bursaries provide a constant and ongoing focus for 
philanthropic support at Sidcot, from a range of sources. 
With inclusion and empathy at the core of our values, 
the School together with various funds and the Bursary 
Trust, aims to support 10% of our community with 
means-tested bursaries, equating to around £400,000 
per annum. 

How do I give to SSET?
If you are interested in giving to the Sidcot School 
Education Trust, or in finding out more, please contact  
one of the Trustees listed below.

Trustees: 
•	 David Sadler: (Chair) davidjksadler@gmail.com  
•	 Sally Harvey: (Co-Chair)
•	 Ian Harbottle: (Treasurer) ian_harbottle@btinternet.com
•	 Philip Davies: Trustee
•	 Judy Reeves: Trustee
•	 Angela Cary-Brown: Trustee

“Sidcot has helped me to grow so much in self-
confidence. Being educated here has allowed me 
to find myself, to find a second home, to make 
incredible relationships with people I’d never have 
met if I’d gone through the mainstream system. 
Sidcot has absolutely changed my life for the 
better. I’m just generally so very grateful.”

Theo, recipient for bursary Trust, Class of 2022

IMPACT
Over the last 10 years, the Sidcot Bursary 
Trust has supported 65 students, who went 
on to work in a range of industries, including 
the Third Sector, the arts and film creative 
industries, engineering, medicine and more. 
Its Watkins Fund, which was bequeathed for 
use in cases of sudden family emergencies, 
and the René Isaac fund, for adventurous 
educational trips, continue to provide vital 
financial support for families facing financial 
hardship, or for bursary students looking to 
travel as part of their education. In addition to 
the annual Travel Awards, the Sidcot School 
Education Trust has supported School in 
many ways in recent years; installing essential 
meteorological equipment at the School, the 
purchase of musical instruments, supporting 
the science renovations and providing a 
substantial gift towards the new Wellbeing 
Hub at Rose Cottage among other things.



About the SBTF
The SBTF was set up in January 1959 with the primary 
purpose to make grants to Sidcot School for purchasing 
or erecting property for, or improving the property of 
the School.

The Sidcot Building Trust Fund (SBTF)
Charity number: 1037464

“Having my work displayed in our magnificent 
arts centre foyer brings me so much pride. It 
makes all of the hard work feel like it’s worth it! 
It’s great to be able to hear from visiting artists in 
the centre too, and to be able to hold exhibitions 
of our work for parents and Sidcotians. Having 
such a lovely space makes us all want to go the 
extra mile with our work.” 
Millie, Art Scholar, Class of 2022

IMPACT
Over the years, the SBTF has had a 
transformative impact on the Sidcot School 
site and buildings. Among many others, it has 
significantly contributed towards the creation 
of the following:

•	 the School Swimming Pool
•	 the beautiful Arts Centre Building
•	 the original Sixth Form buildings in 

1967 and the large-scale Sixth Form 
transformation in 2022/23

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the SBTF also 
supported the upkeep of the School premises 
with significant emergency funds. 

How do I give to the SBTF?
After a significant contribution by SBTF to the Sixth 
Form transformation in 2023, the Trust is in a period of 
consolidation and keen to grow membership and regular 
donors from our community. Please get in touch with  
John Highfield or Varut Dechpokket if you are able to 
support them.

Trustees: 
•	 Keith Kerton (Chair)	 keithkerton@btinternet.com 
•	 Varut Dechpokket	 vdechpokket@gmail.com
•	 Nigel Gardner
•	 Timothy Reynolds
•	 John Highfield (Fund Manager)
	 john.highfield8@btinternet.com



About the Sidcot 1699 Society
The Sidcot 1699 Society is our Legacy Society, formed to 
recognise in their lifetime, those members of the Sidcotian 
community who have included Sidcot School in their 
Will. It is entirely voluntary and names are not published 
without permission. 

Legacy gifts of all sizes are most welcome. Society 
members will receive a Legacy Society pin, a School 
scarf or Sidcotian tie, regular news updates, invitations 
to Society events and some School functions as the 
honoured guests of the Head and Governors.

Join the Sidcot 
1699 Society

Sarah Simms, Director of Marketing and Development
Tel: 01934 843102  |  Email: sarah.simms@sidcot.org.uk  |  www.sidcot.org.uk

We are always delighted to hear from members of our Sidcot community. For more 
information, or to discuss ways in which you could support Sidcot School, please contact: 

“While I have never been in a position to make a 
substantial donation during my lifetime (my gifts 
have tended to focus more on time and service),  
I am delighted to be able to support Sidcot School 
Education Trust with a meaningful gift in my will. 
For me it is important to be able to provide for 
deserving students, just as my son Casper benefited 
from his Sidcot education, which enabled him to 
go on to give back to society in his current role.”

Sally Harvey, 1699 Society Legacy Ambassador

  

WHAT A LEGACY COULD DO FOR SIDCOT SCHOOL

A gift of  
£25,000 could 
support a refit 
of the Health 

Centre

A gift of
£50,000 could

help us to
refurbish five
classrooms

A gift of
£75,000 could
allow for the
running of

our Wellbeing
Centre

A gift of 
£120,000 could 

fund the 
installation of 
ground source 
heat pumps

A gift of 
£150,000 

could improve 
our Equestrian 

provision

A gift of
£250,000 could

enable us to 
refurbish

our astro turf 

A gift of
£400,000 could 

help support 
our bursary
programme

A gift of 
£500,000

could fund the
renovation 

of a boarding
house

When legacy gifts have been received, the name 
of the legator will be added to the Sidcot School 
Book of Legacies so that future generations 
can recognise, remember and be inspired by 
this support. For more details or to discuss your 
Legacy options, please contact the Development 
team or our Sidcotian Legacy Ambassadors, 
Sally Harvey and Christopher Marriage.

http://www.sidcot.org.uk



