
THE SIDCOT 1699 SOCIETY
Legacy Guide

Making a lasting gift in support of your School



Sidcot School was founded in 1699 as a new 
Quaker School, and Quaker philosophy continues 
to underpin all that we do at Sidcot.  
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About the 
Sidcot 1699 
Society
The Sidcot 1699 
Society (p12) was 
formed to recognise 
in their lifetime those 
members of the 
Sidcotian community 
who have included 
Sidcot School in their 
Will. It is entirely 
voluntary and names 
are not published 
without permission.

Introduction
Central to the School’s ethos is the desire to 
educate the whole person in preparation for 
a life of active, responsible citizenship.

Against this backdrop, we continue to strive to create the very 
best learning environment for current and future generations 
of Sidcotians.   

Our goal is to send Sidcotians from every part of society into 
the world to live a life in pursuit of peace and justice – and 
so make a positive difference, in line with the School’s motto: 
Sic Vos Non Vobis (‘Thus we labour but not for ourselves’). 
By providing this Legacy Guide, we are responding to those 
Sidcotians who fi nd themselves to have been shaped by 
their formative years at Sidcot and would like to continue to 
support this impact by giving back for future generations.

Transformative bursaries provided by legacies

“Sidcot has always been a part of my life; from many of my family members being 
Sidcotians themselves, to attending Easter reunions since the age of 11. I had always 
wanted to attend Sidcot myself, and it was important to my family and me, that I was 
able to share the same wonderful memories and Quaker Education that they had. 
Having a Quaker Bursary made this a reality, and it was lovely to know that I had the 
support of Friends during my time here. I am delighted that I am able to give back and 
repay some of their kindness by coming back to work as the Quaker, Peace and Global 
Studies Graduate Assistant at Sidcot.” 

Kerrin, Class of 2017

Iain Kilpatrick BA, MEd, FRSA 
Headmaster
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What a legacy could do for Sidcot School
A gift in your Will is a simple way of helping Sidcot School to fund its future examples of expenditure  
that the School is considering today, with the support of philanthropic giving, include:

A gift of 
£25,000 could 

install additional 
photovoltaic (PV) 
solar panels to 

generate renewable 
electricity

A gift of 
£50,000 could help 
us to refurbish fi ve 
classrooms or cover 

the costs of our 
Outdoor Pursuits 

programme 
for a year

A gift of 
£75,000 could allow 
for the running of our 
Wellbeing Centre in 
Rose Cottage and 

team of counsellors 
working with students 

for a year

A gift of 
£120,000 could 

allow for the 
installation of 

ground source heat 
pumps to provide 

heating in the 
Junior SchoolA gift of 

£150,000 could 
improve our 

Equestrian provision

A gift of £250,000 
could help us to 

refurbish four Science 
laboratories, with 
new lab benches, 

multiple workstations 
and updated Science 

equipment

A gift of 
£400,000 could 
cover the annual 

cost of our 
means-tested 

bursary programme, 
which currently 

supports 60 pupils

A gift of 
£500,000 could 

fully fund a bursary 
for a day place in 
perpetuity, or the 

renovation 
of Newcombe 

boarding house
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“Sidcot is a small school, but one that inspires great affection and camaraderie 
amongst its community. As Headmaster, I am very aware of my role as 
custodian: stewarding the School to the best of my ability and handing it on in 
good health and heart just as my predecessors have done. We are tremendously 
indebted to those who choose to remember Sidcot in their Will, as every gift has 
a transformational impact on the lives of our students; allowing us to live out the 
school motto ‘Sic Vos Non Vobis’ – this we do for the good of others.” 
Iain Kilpatrick, Headmaster
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Our teaching staff uses imaginative teaching methods to 
encourage students to see learning as an exciting, creative 
journey in which everyone can take part. 

In keeping with the ethos of its Quaker founders, Sidcot 
students actively participate in social and ethical subjects such 
as peace, sustainability and social responsibility. Our Centre for 
Peace and Global Studies brings 21st century Quakerism to life, 
encouraging pupils to engage with global issues such as human 
rights, social justice and care for the environment. 

Sidcot School
At Sidcot School, 
independent thought 
is encouraged, and 
curiosity is a way 
of life. We aim to 
educate the whole 
person, to equip 
our students with 
practical and personal 
skills alongside 
their academic 
qualifications (of 
which we are 
justifiably proud). 

Global Studies brings 21st
century Quakerism to life

Our Centre for Peace and
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Sidcot has a legacy 
of enlightened 
educationalists, 
making it one of the 
first co-educational 
schools in the UK.  
The School has grown 
and thrived since 
1699, and its students 
have found success 
and fulfilment in all 
areas of life. 

We offer a flexible approach to boarding and our School motto 
is to ‘Live Adventurously’ – offering our students the opportunity 
to challenge themselves. This is evident through opportunities 
like PASS – our Wednesday afternoon spent outside of 
academic lessons, during which students choose from a wide 
range of activities such as caving, skateboarding, tree climbing 
and many more opportunities.

Today, the Sidcot School community is a culturally diverse one, with 
children from a variety of backgrounds creating a rich and vibrant 
social environment. From nine pupils in 1808 (when the current 
main building opened), Sidcot is now home to over 600, including 
around 110 students from over 20 countries across the world. 
Our community of Sidcotian alumni reaches across the globe.

The current School site covers 160 acres of glorious Somerset 
countryside. It is now fully equipped with state-of-the-art 
Centres for Sports, Arts, Media and Music - but one thing hasn’t 
changed since 1699, when it was founded by Headmaster 
William Jenkins. Take a walk out into the woodlands and 
breathe in that ‘serene and healthy air’, for which the School site 
was chosen. It’s still there to enjoy today.

“Take a walk out into the woodlands and 
breathe in that ‘serene and healthy air’...”
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Our medium-to-long-term development plan prioritises the 
School’s core values and our Quaker heritage. 

Bursaries provide a constant and ongoing focus for philanthropic 
support. With inclusion and empathy at the core of our values, 
we aim to support 10% of our school community with means-
tested bursaries – equating to around £400,000 per annum in 
total cost. We continue to seek additional bursary donors to 
meet current demand.

Over the next fi ve to ten years, we will be prioritising securing 
support for renovations of the Sixth Form buildings, Science 
laboratories, Newcombe Boarding House and Equestrian 
Centre. We will look to create additional teaching spaces, 
and bolster our sporting facilities. These priorities have been 
selected in order to make sure Sidcot continues to thrive for 
generations to come, providing an inspiring experience for all 
our students and staff.

We continue to support our student experience by seeking 
fi nancial support for our Wellbeing Hub (Rose Cottage) and its 
team of counsellors, as well as the biennial Peace Festival.

Sidcot School’s 
Development Plan
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Sidcot School - tomorrow – 
how your legacy gift could help
Bursaries
Bursaries support those not able to afford School fees, through 
the provision of means-tested bursaries, hardship support, 
bursary support packages (for example, funds for trips and 
additional lessons), scholarships and prizes.

A means-tested bursary can have a transformational impact  
on a young person’s life. Bursaries can provide:

	 Funding for a talented pupil, whose family cannot afford  
the fees

	 Support with School fees for current pupils whose family 
experiences unexpected financial challenges through no  
fault of their own, thus helping to ensure that no child has  
to leave the School because of financial need
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Protecting our Buildings
Our beautiful, historic buildings have stood the test of time 
for centuries; a feature of photographs from Easter Reunions 
for years gone by and the backdrop of all Sidcotians’ fondest 
memories of the School.  However, with the rising cost 
of labour, building materials and the increasing legislature 
required to undertake any building project, caring for our 
buildings is an ever-increasing financial responsibility. 
Building projects such as a £2 million renovation of our 
Sixth Form buildings (2022/23), a £400,000 planned 
renovation of the Science laboratories (2023/24) and 
ongoing annual building general maintenance costs 
(£250,000 p/a) are essential undertakings and examples 
of expenditure that benefit from legacy gifts. 

A student 
journey
“Sidcot has helped me 
to grow so much in 
self-confidence. Being 
educated here has allowed 
me to find myself, to find 
a second home, to make 
incredible relationships 
with people I’d never have 
met if I’d gone through 
the mainstream system. 
Sidcot has absolutely 
changed my life for the 
better. I’m just generally 
so very grateful.

“Sidcot (and particularly, 
boarding) has broadened 
my perspectives and 
allowed me to have more 
empathy with people, 
particularly during conflict 
or political crisis. I’ve also 
learnt to have faith in my 
point of view, and to be 
able to express it. Sidcot 
has allowed me to feel that 
I can be myself without 
judgement. This is in line 
with the School’s Quaker 
values, to see the good in 
everyone. It’s a principle 
that is definitely ‘lived’ here.” 
Theo, full bursary recipient, 
Class of 2022

Capital Projects
Occasional capital projects (such as plans to build new 
teaching spaces within the School grounds to support 
growing student numbers) require one-off, larger financial 
support. Legacy gifts left in support of capital projects 
enable the School’s vision for continued excellence to be 
realised.

Teaching and Learning
Following a comprehensive, engaging Teaching and 
Learning programme that encourages our students 
to pursue a life of active curiosity requires significant 
ongoing cost (for example, £180,000 p/a on classroom 
materials such as Science experiment equipment / Art 
materials or £10,000 p/a on Drama productions). Legacy 
gifts can significantly support Teaching and Learning 
within the School. 
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Anyone who lets us know that they have, or 
intend to leave a legacy to the School will be 
invited to join the Sidcot 1699 Society.

Society members will receive, amongst other things, regular 
news updates, invitations to annual Society events and some 
School functions as the honoured guests of the Headmaster 
and Governors.

When legacy gifts have been received, the name of the 
legator will be added to the Sidcot School Book of Legacies, 
with a copy kept in the Old Library, so that future generations 
can recognise, remember and be inspired by this support.  

The Sidcot 1699 Society
Legacy gifts of all sizes are most welcome. 
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Tax benefi ts    
Legacy giving can be highly tax effi cient and may be a 
far more attractive option than paying Inheritance Tax 
on the value of your gift.

Because of the School’s charitable status, all gifts 
received will be exempt from UK Inheritance Tax.  
In addition, by remembering Sidcot School in your Will, 
you may be able to reduce the taxable value of your 
remaining assets and the amount of Inheritance Tax 
on your estate. At the time of printing, if you leave 10% 
or more of the net value of your estate to charity, the 
Inheritance Tax on the remainder may be reduced by 
10%. (Please see the example provided in Appendix D). 
Please check with your tax advisor for the most up to 
date information about the tax benefi ts of leaving a 
legacy gift to charity.

How will my gift 
be managed? 
The Sidcot School Legacy 
Committee is a small 
committee of senior staff and 
Governors that oversees the 
management of legacy gifts 
on behalf of the Governing 
Board, ensuring that funds 
are either used as per the 
legator’s wishes or invested 
for the optimum benefi t of the 
School at the time of receipt. 
The use of any ‘unrestricted’ 
legacy gift that is left to the 
School will be determined by 
the Governors on the advice 
of the Sidcot School Legacy 
Committee.

Quote from a Sidcot 1699 
Legacy Society member:

“While I have never been in a 
position to make a substantial 
donation during my lifetime 
(my gifts have tended to focus 
more on time and service), I am 
delighted to be able to support 
Sidcot with a meaningful 
fi nancial donation through my 
Will. For me, it’s important to be 
able to provide opportunities 
for deserving students, just as I 
benefi ted many years ago.” 

Anonymous, Sidcot 1699 
Legacy Society member
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Restricted Funds –  
long term
These are legacies where a 
specific purpose is stipulated, 
and where the capital is 
invested and the interest 
and dividends are used in 
perpetuity for that purpose. 
An example of this would be 
providing bursary support for 
future pupils. These legacies 
may be held within one of the 
three Sidcot Trusts: The Sidcot 
Building Trust Fund, The 
Sidcot Bursary Trust, or the 
SOSA Education Trust (please 
see accompanying sheets for 
information on these Trusts).

What type of gift can I leave  
and what will it support?
It is important to make your wishes clear in your Will; guidance can be 
found in Appendix B. Unless otherwise stated a gift will be considered as  
an unrestricted gift and used for the benefit of the School as determined  
by The Sidcot School Legacy Committee.

Restricted Funds –  
short term
These are legacies where a 
specific purpose is stipulated 
and where the capital is all 
used directly for that purpose. 
Examples of this would 
be where money is given 
for a building project; for 
supporting the annual bursary 
provision; or the annual 
building maintenance that the 
School undertakes.

Unrestricted Gifts –  
of vital importance to 
Sidcot School
These are legacies which 
allow the School to decide 
where the resources are 
most required depending 
on the needs for support 
within the School at that time. 
Legacy gifts made on an 
unconditional (unrestricted) 
basis are very important to 
the School as this kind of 
support will help the School 
address unknown future 
challenges. 
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Naming Rights
The names of all legators will be added to The Sidcot School 
Book of Legacies when the gift is received by the School.  

Named opportunities are available for legacies of £150,000 or 
more. Donors supporting named bursaries may either attach 
their name or the name of a friend or relative ‘in memoriam’.  

A gift in your lifetime 
If you would like to make a gift to the School for the benefi t 
of Sidcot School during your lifetime, so that you can see the 
benefi ts that it will provide, please contact Sarah Simms, Director 
of Marketing and Development for a confi dential conversation.

Quote from a 
Sidcot School Legacy 
Society member 
and current donor 

“Sidcot School has had a 
profound eff ect on my 
life. It’s a great pleasure 
to be able to support the 
School fi nancially now 
that I have the means to 
do so. I enjoy discussing 
the tangible eff ect that 
my gifts will have and the 
diff erence that they are 
able to make to a whole 
new generation 
of students.”
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How to join the  
Sidcot 1699 Society
Please let us know about your 
intention to leave a legacy 
to Sidcot by completing and 
returning the membership 
form enclosed with this 
brochure. This will enable 
us to fully understand 
your wishes and to seek 
clarification if required. We 
will then be able to thank 
you for your support by 
welcoming you as a member 
of the Sidcot 1699 Society.

How to leave a legacy  
to Sidcot School
What do I need to do?
There are many different ways to leave a gift to Sidcot 
School in your Will. A specific amount of money, a 
percentage of your estate or a specific asset are all 
examples of such gifts. These are described in the 
enclosed forms (Appendix B), along with suggested 
wording to provide to your solicitor.  

In most cases, including Sidcot in your Will should be 
simple and straightforward. We do, however, recognise 
that every estate is different, so we strongly recommend 
that you seek independent legal advice (and possibly  
tax advice) before drawing up or making any changes  
to your Will. 

“In most cases, including Sidcot in your Will 
should be simple and straightforward.”
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For more information, please contact:

SARAH SIMMS
Director of Marketing and Development

Tel: 01934 843102
Email: sarah.simms@sidcot.org.uk 



Sidcot School  Oakridge Lane  Winscombe  North Somerset  BS25 1PD
+44 (0)1934 843102  |  info@sidcot.org.uk 

www.sidcot.org.uk

Registered Charity Number: 296491


